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Chicago, IL 60654 

  

Re:  Carol Seubert Marx/2018 NCBP Fellows Award 

Dear Members of the NCBP Fellows Committee: 

Thoughtful.  Collaborative.  Service-minded.  Quietly effective.   

These qualities aptly, but perhaps not adequately, describe Carol Seubert Marx, a 

past president of the Ohio State Bar Association (OSBA).  I am excited for the opportunity to 

support Carol’s nomination to receive the 2018 NCBP Fellows Award.  Carol has demonstrated 

a continuing commitment to servant leadership in the organized bar, in service of the purpose of 

the NCBP, and she has given nearly four decades of achievement and exceptional service to 

lawyers and to the public. 

NCBP probably first became aware of Carol Marx in 2011-2012, when she served 

as president of the 26,000 member voluntary statewide bar association in Ohio.  One of her first 

president’s columns in Ohio Lawyer was entitled, “Let’s get personal.”  Reflecting on her 

opportunity within two days to participate in the court session to admit 959 new lawyers and in 

meetings to honor twenty members for 50 years of service, Carol encouraged newly minted 

lawyers, many without jobs, that “the successes you may achieve and the satisfaction you gain 

from your career will depend on a network of colleagues and friends.”  For seasoned 

practitioners, Carol encouraged them both to take advantage of the Ohio State Supreme Court’s 

Mentoring Program, and to reach out informally one-to-one in their local communities to bring 

new lawyers fully into this profession.  For Carol, herself a lawyer in Lancaster (a small town in 

Fairfield County, southeast of Columbus), bar association service is personal!   

Entering the OSBA presidency in 2011 during a period many lawyers would 

describe as an economic crisis, Carol worked assiduously and successfully to be a positive, calm 
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and steady voice for the profession, and to enhance the value of membership for OSBA 

members.  In an effort to renew relationships, Carol reconvened local and affinity bar leaders for 

the first time since 2003 to discuss mutual challenges and to explore collaboration to address 

those challenges.  Carol’s openness to reach out to local bars to engage in constructive dialogue 

is completely in character. 

I have known this kind unassuming leader since we first met at the Moritz College 

of Law at The Ohio State University in the late 1970s.  My opportunity to see Carol work “up 

close and personal” occurred a few years ago, when she reached out to me to join the committee 

Carol’s successor chaired to search for the current OSBA Executive Director.  Aware that I had 

been more active in local metropolitan bar and NCBP service, Carol sought diverse and fresh 

perspectives to inform this process.  Carol’s style was different from some of her predecessors 

and her successors, and those differences strengthened the process.  During the months of 

meetings, Carol was always patient, collaborative, persuasive and quietly effective.   

Carol’s journey with bar leadership continues, as she will become President of the 

Ohio State Bar Foundation in January 2018, after years of service as a trustee.  Those of us in 

Ohio continue to benefit from Carol’s service and leadership to the bar and to our community.  I 

have only scratched the surface of Carol’s service to the organized bar in Ohio, and will leave it 

to others to fill in the gaps.   

In addition to her extensive bar service, Carol served as chair of the Fairfield 

Medical Center Board of Trustees.  She has served on the boards of Meals on Wheels of Fairfield 

County, Inc. and Wesley Hills of Fairfield County, Inc., and as president of a local mental health 

agency, where, under her watch, two housing projects for the mentally disabled were completed.  

In addition, she served as treasurer of a successful common pleas court campaign to elect the 

first woman judge in Fairfield County and, while president of the board of Meals on Wheels, 

chaired its levy campaign committee resulting in the first Fairfield County Senior services levy. 

I hope your committee will give favorable consideration to Carol Seubert Marx’s 

nomination for the 2018 NCBP Fellows Award.  If you require any additional information, or if I 

may answer any questions, please call me. 

Very truly yours, 

 
Carl D. Smallwood 

CDS/pab   

 


